Re  Atlantic FHeet Wegpons Training Facility (AFWTF), Vieques Idand, PR
Response to Public Comments on Documents developed under the January 2000 RCRA
Adminigtrative Order - received during the public comment period from August 7, 2002 to
November 8, 2002, EPA Facility 1.D.# PRD980536221

Dear Sirs and Madams:

Attached with this | etter are the United States Environmenta Protection Agency (EPA) Region
2 responses to the comments it received during the August 7, 2002 to November 8, 2002 public
comment period on the work plans for investigations of formerly Navy-owned areas on the eastern end
of Viegues, Puerto Rico. These work plans were developed under the Resource Conservation and
Recovery Act (RCRA), and pursuant to a January 2000 Administrative Order (the Order) sgned by
the Navy. The Order requires that an investigation be implemented at 12 discrete Sites, to determine
whether or not arelease of hazardous or solid wastes, or hazardous constituents has occurred, and if
further investigations are warranted. Thisisjust the first step, as additiond investigations and cleanup
activitieswill be required to address the remaining areas on eastern Viegues. Asthe lead oversght
agency for the activities being conducted by the Navy under the Order, EPA works closdly with the
Puerto Rico Environmental Qudity Board (EQB).

In response to the comments received, adjustments were made to work plans. The EPA
responses to comments, and the technical revisons that have been made to the work plans are detailed
inthe enclosuresto thisletter. Revisons were dso made to the community involvement work plan,
including adjusments in the interview processto include smal groups interviews as wel astheincdusion
of an EQB representative in the community interview sessons.,

Paralle to the work being conducted under the Order, the Navy is conducting an investigation
of the western landsiit formally owned. EPA has been collaborating with EQB in providing technica
ass sance and guidance to the Navy on environmental issues related to the transfer of the 8,100 acres
of land on the western end of Vieques. Thisinvestigation is being conducted under a different cleanup
gatute called CERCLA, aso known as Superfund.

Earlier this year, the Governor of Puerto Rico requested that areas be listed on the Superfund
Nationd Priority lig. Any work plans and community involvement efforts currently being undertaken
would be folded into any Superfund listing in the future.  EPA is committed to an active and rigorous
community involvement effort during the investigation and cleanup of Vieques. That commitment has
dready resulted in a number of community outreach efforts including: a July 2003 stakeholder meeting;
afour-page community fact sheet that was distributed to individuas or groups in both English and
Spanish; apublic availability meeting, held in August of 2002, a which pogtersin Spanish and English
were used to describe the RCRA process and the planned investigations, a comment period initialy
scheduled for 30 days but extended by 60 days for public ingpection of and comment on the RCRA
work plans and related documents; and, public repositories for document ingpection. In addition, a
grant is being made available to provide technical assistance to acommunity group; that grant will be



awarded this Fall. Community interviews to asss in the development of aforma community
involvement plan for the eastern end of the idand are dso planned for this Fal. These efforts will
provide agtarting point for any future community involvement plan under Superfund.

Aswe move forward toward the investigation and cleanup of Vieques, the community’s
involvement and input will be key to the success of this effort. | want to thank the members of the
Viegues community who contributed valuable input into the process. If you have any questions, please
contact either Mr. Carlos Ramos of the Office of the Regiona Administrator, phone (212) 637-3566,
or Mr. Tim Gordon, of my staff, phone (212) 637- 4167.

Sincerely yours,

Water Mugdan, Director
Divison of Environmental Planning and Protection

Enclosures



